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TORPET’S MAN
OF THE YEAR

Michael Bonnycastle

This year the TORPET has chosen Michael
Bonnycastle as being the Man-of-the-Year. It has
always been a debate among political scientists
as 1o whether it is the times that create the man
or the man that creates the times. Whenever, any
great and successful movement has taken place
there have been a pair of individuals that have
risen to its head. One a charismatic leader and
the other an able administrator.

Many examples of this combination can be
given in history, the current rage being the show
about Ghandi and Nehru. TPUG has become the
largest computer club in North America and may
be on its way to becoming the largest in the
world. There is no denying that TPUG's charis-
matic figure has been Jim Butterfield. (who has
appeared on TORPET cover's twice). but the ad-
ministratative cohesiveness resulted from finding
the the right man at the right time - Michael
Bonnycastle. TPUG has dynamically changed in
the past. is dynamically changing in the present,
and hopefully will dynamically change in the future
under Michael Bonnycastle's able administration.

Many individuals of diverse talents have put in
great amounts of effort to the club, and in the
process have indelibly put their imprint upon it
The extensive efforts of last year's TORPET's
Man-of-the-Year the TPUG's secretary and now
TPUG's business manager. must never be under
estimated or under appreciated. Nor must be the
marvelous accomplishment of the now retiring club
librarian David Hook. in creating the world’s
largest public domain library. Nor the contribution
of the bulletin board system by Steve Punter. and
the year long efforts of Gord Campbell and his
conference committees that go into- creating the
spectacular annual event that we are about 10
witness once again in May.

Let me not fall to mention the efforts of the
VIC group and Machine language group C€O-0=
rdinators, and the regular attendance, participation
and efforts, of the other members of the ex-
ecutive. and numerous committees that have ex-
isted from time to time. And | hope none- will
think it boorish of me to note. the seldom men-
tioned. although | hope not unrecognized. ac-
complishments of the TORPET itself.

Each of these. while noteworthy in their own
right. one and all attest to the administrative
talent of TPUG's president to bring together and
co-ordinate so many persons of such greatly
diverse talents and personalites to achieve the
outstanding growth that has been attained until
this date.
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What sort of man is the TPUG president?
Unfortunately. he is not personally known to many
of the members of what has become TPUG's far
flung membership of nearly four thousand mem-
bers, at this writing. Even the five to six hundred
attendees at a central meeting must know little
about the individual who stands down at the front
and conducts the proceedings. So | will try to
share with you a few of my personal impressions.

Michael Bonnycastle actually lives in a bon-
ny(good) castle located in an excllusive part of
Toronto called Wychcliff Park. His very large
home. once the studio of a well known artist. and
later taken over by the Toronto Art Gallery. before
being sold to the Bonnycastie's still is a
showplace of artistic endeavors. the walls covered
by murals from the previous owner and objects
du art since added by the Bonnycastles. It is in
these delightful surroundings that the TPUG ex-
ecutive has had the pleasure of meeting for the
last several years.

Michael’s cultured tastes are reflected not
only in his home atmosphere where his 'musically
and artisically accomplished family share his es-
teem. but also in his office environment. There
along with the paintings in his tastefully decorated
office hangs a M.B.A. diploma from the Harvard
Business School. Sharing his office with him is
his able associate and co-worker, Louise
Redgers. who holds similar credentials.

Michael's company. Wycor Business Systems.
has been dealing with Commodore based (and
larger) business systems ever since the PET first
became available. The author has several times
recommended them to persons seeking systems
as being one of the most knowledgeable consul-
tants of his acquaintance.

Michael's contribution to TPUG have not been
in just the administrative capacity, but he has
also made substantial contributions to TPUG's
library in both the music and adventure areas. He
is an avid fan of both.

The Bonnycastle roots go far back Into the
founding families of Canada and the activities of
the present generation are undoubtedly having a
significant effect upon Canada’s future. Most cer-
tainly so. in the eyes of those of us who feel
that the micro-computer is having a dramatic ef-
fect upon the destinies of our youth.

As the old song goes. '‘to know him is to
love him’* and | hope through this little essay
more of you will have come to know better, our
president., Michael Bonnycastle!




The Machine of the Year

Time magazine has selected the personal
computer as the machine of the year. Those of
us who are its enthusiasts probably more nearly
consider it as being the machine of the century.
It is certainly also the machine of youth.

Would anyone challenge the statement that
there is a much greater percentage of persons
under the age of 20 who own a computer than
there is over the age of forty. We can imagine
that even with all the computer professionals that
there are in the world there is in some sense an
even greater aggregate degree of computer
literacy on the part of those under 20 than of
those over 40.

Each generation that has grown up with its
own unique technological revolution (and that
covers all the presently living generations) has

been profoundly affected by it. We have living with
us today the remnants of that generation that saw
the advent of the automobile with the resulting
geographic mobility that permitted the spreading
of the suburbs of megapolis. Some say the
resulting annonymity precipitated the current
moral decline. contributed to the breakdown of
marriage. and the increase in crime. It certainly
enormously increased travel fatalities.

A more recent generation has been affected
by the revolution in the communications field.
Dramatic psychological changes have been at-
tributed to television and radio as a resuit of the
prominence of sex and violence. Consuner tastes
have been extensively affected by the all pervasive
advertising. much of it subliminal in nature as a
result of the idealized model lifestyles presented
in thousands of hours of drama to the developing
minds of that generation. Again. some postulate,
there were resulting profound negative changes in
the work ethic. attitudes towards thrift. and
scholastic achievement.

The communications revolution may have even
affected the literacy levels to such a degree that
this editor is seriously concerned about his
younger audiences’' ability to read what he writes.

Moreover. the continuous availability of enter—
tainment has created such an incessant demand
for amusement on the part of the TV and subse-
quent generations that many of them are little in-
clined (or perhaps capable) of giving thought to
serious issues such as are being presented here.
or even to personal introspection. Their need for
continuous external mind control such as through
the omnipresent rock music., even when walking
or doing other activities. has perhaps caused per-
manent brain damage. There is certainly sig-
nificant evidence that it has caused permanent

hearing damage
generations.

to many members of these

And now comes a new generation. being af-
fected Dby still another major technological
revolution. The micro computer. Just as Henry
Ford intoned the social benefits that he felt would
come from the automobile. and just as the early
pioneers of television and radio felt the new
media would be a boon to education. we the
foremost advocates of the bounties to be had from
the micro computer extoll its virtues. But let us
not be blind to its dangers. It took many years to
establish minimal safety standards (such as safety
glass for the automobile) and the battle continues
today over satisfactory exhaust emission standards
and passive resistant devices for collisions.

As for television we are just beginning to
identify and wrestle with many important issues
such as cultural effects (I am sure my southern
readers have never heard the expression
‘Canadian content’), regulation of children’s time
advertising. censorship of sex and violence,
regulation of coverage in the courtrooms and
legislatures., thoroughness of news coverage (a
very major topic). freedom of international com-
munication via satellite. the eiffects of propaganda.
the justness of frequency jamming. the interna-
tional regulation of frequency usage. and many others.

The micro computer is so new that we have
probably not yet identified all the problems. There
is however. even discounting the antipathy and
antagonism of the computer illiterate generations,
a qeneral feeling of wuneasiness about some
potential by products of the micro computer
revolution. There are. of course. the currently
recognized major social issues such as the ag-
gravation of unemployment by microprocessor con-
trolled automation. the disruption of institutionalized
economic procedures by EFT (electronic funds
transtfer). and the breaking down of conventional
concepts of privacy resulting from the establish-
ment of data banks and rapid widespread
lelecommunications

There are alsc more subtle. but equally sig-
nificant. hazards that are intuitively felt but are
not yet susceptible to widespread vocalization. This
lack of vocalization is not due to any reticence
on the part of critics but is simply due to the
fact that the revolution has taken place so rapidly
that its implications are not yel well understood.

Among some of the dangers. or at least
tears, so far tentatively identified, is the suspicion
that a computer in the home may further detract
from the time that a young person will devote to
serious studies and activities of self improvement.
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Furthermore, there Iis some indication that long
periods of exclusive person/machine interaction
may result in retardation of interpersonal

socialization skills.

Computer games have many of the attributes
of television fantasies but are coupled with the
additional facet of real time interaction at one's
own decreed level of acceptability. This could be
one of the contributing factors to the decrease in
the above mentioned skills because while it ag-
gravates the current younger generation’s inces-
sant demand for amusement it may also ac-
celerate their desires for immediate gratification.

Both television and micro-computers can
add to man's alienation from reality and the
development of undesirable social attitudes. Pers-
ons watching an event on TV (such as a building
on fire) can often barely discern whether it is
fiction, a re-enactment of an event that took
place a hundred years ago. a film clip from ten
years ago or the previous night, or is being
transmitted by a camera currently on the scene.
Given such lack of time and reality orientation
what is supposed to be one's response to the
horror of a body burning to death before their eyes.

The current strong emphasis on violence and
destruction that we find in many computer games
may well contribute to the alienation of a genera-
tion that will be admirably suited for push button
warfare but would most of us consider this a
desirable goal?

Lest anyone think that this editorial
anti-technology orientation
that it does not. The writer
boons that have been brought about by the
automobile, television, and the many other ad-
vances of modern technology. The recipients of
that technology have a greater standard of living.
more liesure. a higher social awareness. and
more opportunities for diversity of development
than any previous generations. but they are also
subjected to new and unique hazards. Technology
may also have contributed to many of man’'s cur-
rent social ills such as alienation. incipient sel-
fishness, social insecurity, fear of the future. and
an oftentimes overwhelming dependency on some
form of material gratification.

has an
let me assure them
is well aware of the

As stated earlier. our readership may Dbe
young, and becoming younger. It may be also.
because of the deleterious effects just described.
that many may be incapable of participating in
the present dialogue. However. the issues are 100
important, and the opportunity too precious. to
sacrifice it to the tyranny of the uncomprehen-
ding. Therefore, it has been the editor's new
year’'s resolution to create. if possible, in at least
one little corner of the TORPET a forum where
the great social issues surrounding the micro
computer can be debated.

In subsequent issues. in addition to the major
social questions mentioned previously, | hope also
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to examine such subjects as:

Patents and copyrights - are they beneficial
to society and it so how should they be administered?

Innovation - what is the role of the giant
corporation versus the smaller and Qarage type
innovators?

Government
too much or
should it take?

Is there
if any

incentive and control -
too little?" What directions

Education - are computers being properly
used in the schoools and if not what changes
should be made?

Computers in the home - what are the

problems and how can they be better utilized?

Games - is there too much violence and are
they too time consuming? If there are problems
are there also solutions?

Standards - Should there be compatibility
standards between hardware and software
manufactures?

So. please come to the feast. and make your
contribution, As a starter, the first subject to be
discussed in our series will be the question of
censorship on the the bulletin boards. The open-
ing shots are to be found elsewhere in this issue.

Appearance will usualty be in the next
tor the naxt following) lssue

Reporters to cover special assignments. Are
you attending a convention, going on a trip, visiting

a factory, or manufacturer? Are you willing to
review a product or take on a special assignment?
Whatever your story idea, please contact us ahead
of time so we won't overlap on stories.
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Message from the President

NEW ERA FOR TPUG

A few major steps have been taken Dby your
club over the past few months - steps which |
believe will not only strengthen the club from a
structural point of view, but give it the ability to
provide more and better services to its growing
number of members.

Firstly, the job of answering your requests
looking after the business of the club has
grown to the point where permanent staff is
needed. Chris Bennett indicated that he was
prepared to take on the job of Business Manager
for the club, and we have accepted that offer.
Chris will be employed by TPUG and will have
the responsibility of the club business on an on-
goiig basis. At the same time we have had
several outstanding responses to the TORPET ad.
and in addition to Chris. Dorris Bradiey has been
selected to work with Chris on the TPUG staff.
Dorris brings a wealth of experience with her
background in information services.

and

Secondly, a permanent office for carrying on
the TPUG business will be established. Office
space is currently under consideration and by the
time you read this, an office location will be set-
tled. There will be a business telephone and a
place where members can go for further informa-
tion on the club. collection of artiicles. sending
material, etc.

Thirdly, incorporation is well on the way and
we should shortly be known officially as TPUG INC.

| feel this is the beginning of a new stage
of development which should add a new dimen-
sion to your club. | am looking forward to the
times ahead, and the vitality which this new era
heralds.

Micha onnycasﬂe
President of TPUG

TPUG Librarian
DAVID HOOK

Retires

Dave Hook
TPUG is losing one of its ablest and
staunchest supporters with the retirement of its

librarian, David Hook.

Dave has served as the TPUG librarian since
the founding of the executive and has supervised
the growth of the library from a size of several
hundred to several thousand programs.

Business commitments to his employer were
the main cause of Dave's resignation. He has
been asked by his employer to seek office and
serve in one of his industry’s professional organizations.

Dave has also been teaching at a college. so
with the immense growth of the library, and his
other commitments. it has become an impossible
task for him to continue as librarian.

Both Dave, and his wife Gail. have been con-
tributors to the TORPET in the past. It will cer-
tainly be a challenge to TPUG to find an ade-
quate replacement for Dave. The thousands of
beneficiaries. throughout the world. of Daves’s
work on the library will certainly wish to join us
in extending our heartfelt - "Thanks!".
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1983 TPUG CONFERENCE
by Gord Campbell

Rob Lockwood is coordinating the speakers
for the conference. If you wish to make a 45-
minute presentation, give Rob a call at 483-2013.
Rob will also be 'putting the arm’' on people to
meet the information needs of the members. One
of the benefits of the conference format is that
lopics can be covered which are of interest to a
relatively small number of people.

We will be contacting deaiers shortly to ar-
range displays. Dealers will be encouraged to of-
fer products for sale at the conference. which is
a major change from last year

ALL DAY COPY-SESSION

Oi course. the main attraction will again be
the copy-session. This will be your big opportunity
to qet copies of all those programs which you

have missed out on. If you can I2an the club
equipment for the weekend. please call me at
492-9518,

~N

N

x
Gord Campbell
TPUG Conference Chairman
v - Machine-Language Presentation
Plans for this year's conference are now
shaping up. The location will be the same as TPUG has arranged with Jim Butterfield to
last year. at the Casa Loma campus of George have a one-day ‘Introduction to Machine-lan-
Brown cqlleg.e. The dates will be‘ May 14 and 15: guage’ presentation on May 14, in conjunction
yes. that's right. a two-day session. with the conference. The exact format will depend
) " ) on the number of people who will be attending:
~_The main difficulty with a two-day conference ngrefore advance registration is REQUIRED. To
is the need to have more people helping out. If register Gord Campbell a call at 492-9518 any
you can help. please call me any evening at gyening up to February 20.
492-9518. Any amount of assistance. either before
or during the conference will be much appreciated. There will be no cost to TPUG members.

Some scenes at last years TPUG conference.
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MORE ON THE TPUG PROGRAM CONTEST

The closing date for the contest is sct for
March 16. 1983. Have all your entries into any
of the executive by midnight. Wednesday March
16. Winners will be announced at the April meeting.

As a result of several questions, a
clarifying notes are added to the rules:

few

a) Waterioo basic is acceptable.

b) Proles sional programmers are those who
derive a substantial part of their income from
programming. If you have simply sold a
program or two. but you spend most of your
time doing something else. then you are
eligible for the contest.

Wmm""II'I'"I'I'I‘I'I'I'I'I'I'I'I'I'TTI’I'I’I'I'I'I'I'II'PPI'I‘I'I‘]’I’ll IR

c) A commercial program is one which
has been developed for the purpose of sale
either to a single buyer on a contract or for
-.sale generally through stores or by mail order.
&= i entered. it is clearly understood that the
== program is not intended for commercial use.

d) All programs entered not only become
the property of TPUG. but they will be placed
in the Public Domain for general use.

The rules of the contest are repeated
below. be sure to get your entry in as soon
as possible.

TPUG Contest Rules

Hnnnnnnnnnnmmn

There are two categories, Games and
Applications.
1. Eatries will be judged on the basis of
==Originality.  utility, method and ease of

==Operation, self documentation and presentation.
==The Judges will also consider the internal
==documentation, programming technique and
&logic (is it easy to follow?). Good use of
==@raphics will also be taken into account if
== appropriate.

2. A primary requirement is that the
=program WORKS!! We will not take the time to
=debug a program that crashes midway through

"_'Ils performance.
=
= 3. If a program requires documentation to

==explain how it works or how to use it. and it
==cannot be contained in the body of the
=program itself either as REM statements. or as
—PRINT statements, then a separate documenta-
—tion file may be provided.

IIIIIIIIIII|IIIIII|IIIIIIIIIIIIIIIIIIIIHIIIIIIIIIIIIIIIIIIIIlIIIIIIIIIIIIIIIIIIIIIIIIIIIIIIIIIIIIIIIIIIIIIIIIIIIIIE

PROGRAMMING CONTEST

4. The primary program code must be In_..
BASIC. Machine Language portions may be-
used. as long as their use is clearly docu-=
mented and well documented source code is=—
provided. The use of a machine language=
utility (eg. a machine language sort subroutine) =
is permitted without documentation as long as=
it Is in the public domain and the source is=
named - eg from a TPUG utility disk, and the=
reason for it's use is explained.

5. Points will be deducted for:

-having to list a program to flgure out how
to use it.

-crashes caused by syntax errors.

-crashes which require resetting the machine.

I [EEERL UGB

6. Programs must be written by the person —
submitting the entry. they must be original in=
form (please - no more Star-Trek programs).E
and they must be non-copyright. Further. they =
must not have been previously published, nor =
may they be commercial products.

7. Entrants
programmers,

restricted
professional

are
NO

to
may

amateur
enter.
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directors. nor may entrants be on the judging
committee. Further. anyone with the name of
JIM BUTTERFIELD may NOT submit an entry.

8. Entrants must be paid-up members of
TPUG as of the date of entry. Associate mem-—
bers are welcome to submit an entry.

9. All programs submitted become the
property of TPUG. and it is expressly implied
that all entrants agree that the programs sub-
mitted may be included in the Library and may
be distributed to members.

10. Programs must be submitted on a 4040
format disk. or on a Vic tape with the entrants
name and the words TPUG PROGRAM CONTEST
clearly printed on a lable attached to the disk
or tape. and clearly included at the front of
the program in a REM statement. Disks only
will be returned after the contest with a selec-
tion of programs received during the contest.
Tapes will be returned as received.

11. Programs will be accepted prepared to
run on a Vic or on a Commodore 64.

12. The judges decision shall be final,
prizes may or may not be awarded in some
categories. At the discretion of the judges.
special prizes may be awarded for special merit.

and

IIIIIIIIIIIIIIIIIIII|IIIIIIlllIIIIIIIIIIIIIIIIIIIIIIIIIIMIIIIIIII'IIII!
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CP/M FOR COMMODORE?
YES!

The Madison Z-RAM Board will add CP/M capability to your
CBM 4000 or 8000 Computer

PLUS
Will expand your 32K COMMODORE to 96K usable RAM
and lets you use: VisiCalc, WordPro 5-Plus, UCSD Pascal,
Silicon Office, Plus other programs.

SILICON OFFICE — RELATIONAL DATA BASE

now available for 8050 / 8250 / 9090 COMMODORE Disk Drives

COMPLETE RANGE OF C-64 SOFTWARE & ACCES SORIES

For more Information, Contact your COMMODORE Dealer

OR:
Computer Workshops Limited
465 King Street East — Unit No. 9
Toronto, Ontario M5A 1L6
Phone: 416/366-6192

6502
MACHINE LANGUAGE WORKSHOP

programming for the Pet, Apple, and Atari computers. Participants will study the

intensive two day course. The only prerequisite is an elementary knowledge of
BASIC programming.

Topics in the course include:

4 Machine Language: An Introduction to the Naked Chip

Il1. Hexadecimals: I wWish I was Sixteen Again

Il1. Tne 6502 Ra=gisters: Barney Does His Boring Job (and Does It Again)
IV. The 6502 Iustruction Set: Tiny Commands For Total Control

V. Assembling aud Disassembl®.ag: Putting It Together and Taking It Apart
VI. First 6502 Programs: Life in che Fasts Lane

The instructor for tne course is Kem Luther, Ph.D., a teacher in the Computer
Studies Program at Sheridan Collega. In addition to teaching programming at
Sneridan, he has several years experience in writing and publishing commercial
programs for the major microcomputing systems.

The two workshops will be held at the Oakville Campus on March 21-2 and 23-4,
19d3. Tne fee is $159 for the two days (including lunch). Further information and
reservations may be obtained by calling the Sheridan College School of Computer
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Sneridan College is hosting two, two day workshops on 6502 Asembly Language

conceptual fouudations of machine language programming, learn the most useful
comnands in tne 6502 instruction set, and write working assembly language
subroutines and programs. All computer time and manuals are provided for this

Studies at 645-9430| B%i_EZiEI or 632-7081I siil id'il —




Bulletin Board Review

Richard Bradley

It has been two or three months now since
the last article | wrote was actually submitted. In
that time a lot has changed on the BBS scene
around Toronto. BBSs have moved 10 new
locations. some have folded. and there are even
some new BBSs that are alive and well

First we should get rid of the BBSs that have
died in the past three months.

Connection-80 North York, a TRS-80 based
system folded in mid-November for the main
reason that the SYSOP didn't want to do it anymore.

Connection-80  Willowdale. another TRS-80
system also folded in November. This was mostly
because the main expectations that the SYSOP
had in mind were just not happening.

And now as to the new BBS numbers since
my last article

It has been rumoured that the SYSOP Vic
Kass will be setting up a new BBS sometime in
January. This will be reported assuming a new
BBS does exist.

The NORTEC BBS is a PET based system run
by NORTEC. (NORTEC is the name of the com-
puter club at Northern Secondary School. | hap-
pen to be the NORTEC president) Our system
has moved from operating at my home. to
operating from Northern Secondary School. As fate
would have it, we moved two days before the last
edition of the TORPET was to be mailed. Because
of this the phone number that was then printed
has changed. The number was 782-7320. and it
is now 487-2593. This has created some minor
confusion with some of the members that are
just getting into BBSs. We recieved many calls
from TPUG members looking for a Bulletin Board.
We had many from the Metro Toronto and sur-
rounding areas. but we also had a fair number
of calls from such places as East Taunton.
Mass.. and West Virginia. Much to my delight al-
most all of these calls have disappeared.

- The . APPLE-CAN BBS has moved from 781-
1796 to 447-8458. (I have not been able to log
on there yet. but that may just be a minor

problem that they have encountered.)

The Toronto Heathkit Users Group (THUG) has
moved from 273-3011 to 231-4174.

The Toronto-Networks BBS charges $15 for
membership. and is offering the wusual BBS at
445-6696. but now have a second one running.
To use this BBS you must be a subscribing
member of the first BBS. because of this the
number is not 1o be published.

The RCPM (Remote CP/M) BBS has also
moved. the new number is 231-9538. This BBS is
now called RCPMI1. The operator of this system
has expanded it to include a second BBS that is
also CP/M supporting. This BBS is caled RCPM2,
and the number is 231-1262.

We have a new BBS on-line. This BBS is an
IBM  Personal Computer supporting system. The
number for it is 499-7023. (I must say | am glad
1o see new BBSs to help take up the slack from
the ones that folded.)

There 1s also an OSBORNE supporting BBS
on-hne. ts name is OSBOARD. and is SYSOPed
by Simon kEwins. The telephone number for this
BBS is 626-8066. (Simon was the person nice
enough to loan the NORTEC BBS a phone
answering machine during a week that they were

down.) Glad to see a BBS running under the
direction of such a fine individual.

Here is the new list of BBS numbers:

Area (Code 416 BBS numbers
NORTEC BBS * (24 Hours) . . 487-2593
PSI-WordPro * (7PM-9AM) . . . 624-5431
TPUG * (7:30PM-9AM) . D e 2232625
R.T.C. BBS * (7PM-9AM) . 884-6198
Atari Info-System (24 Hours) . . 622-2462
Apple-Can (24 Hours) . . 447-8458
ETI BULL BBS (5PM-9AM) . . 4233265
Infoport (24 Hours) 8o TLE L h g 2783087
Toronto Net-Works 1 (24 Hours) . . 445-6696
Toronto Net-Works 2 (24 Hours) W e
THUG (approx. 7PM-7AM) . . . 231-4174
RCPM1 (24 Hours) . . 237-9538
RCPM2 (24 Hours) . . . 5 2311262
IBMPC BBS (24 Hours) . . 499-7023
OSBQAHD (10PM-8AM) . 626-8066

(* =PET Based Systems)

As you can see the last 2 months have been
quite busy on the BBSs. two died. four moved.
and four have been born. With ail this activity, we
have remarkably gained the services of two addi-
tonal BBSs. This type of activity 1s not usual, and
I nhope the BBSs will have the same numbers
they have now when. and if. you call them.
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YOUR PET NOT AS
FRIENDLY AS IT USED TO

Maybe the colour seems to have gone out of your Vic. It's pro-
bablr not somethin3 your dealer can do anything about. Your
problem is simple. You've got a trall living in your computer.

Yes, we used to think that it was silly stuff like lack of
documentation or poor availability of software that turned
people off their systems but modern technological understan-
ding has banished such odd notions. We now realize that after
you've had your computer for a little while the mystic spirits of
the nether world crawl into it between the keys on the
keyboard and grow tiny trolls under the chips. As they mature
they send off powerful vibrations that subconsciously make
your computer resemble a plate of freeze dried asparagus. No
wonder you've lost interest in it.

Most systems, when so afflicted, are doomed. However,
recently a new publication has emerged for the owners o
PETs, CBMs, VICs, Commodore 64's and related systems
which especially caters to owners of these machines who
suspect troll intervention, Called the Transactor, it is crammed
full of amazingir useful software which not only makes your
system eminently more useful to you but also sets up an inter-
nal atmosphere which is not condusive to troll growth. After a
few issues of the Transactor your Commodore computer will
g’e troll free and doing things you'd have never thought possi-

e.
A year's subscription (6 issues) is just $15.00.

The Transactor, Subscriptions Dept.
Steeles Avenue
Milton, Ontario
LT 3PT7.

|

'BETTER SOLUTIONS
. (505) 589-0778 ©
PO, BOX 581, SANTA TERESA, NEW NFXiCO BBqPG

ORIGINAL 200I-8K "PET™

UPGRADING TO 4.0 BASIC 32K MEMORY EXPANSION
Socketed P.C. Board that will plug Socketed PC. Board that will plug
into your ROM Sockets and accepts into your ROM Sockets and accepts
Commodore's 24 Pin ROMS 4.0 your 4116 RAM Memory IC's.
BASIC Interpreters (ROMS not Board includes all logic for Dynamic
included ). Please check number Memory Refresh.

of pins on your ROMS before Replace those hot and hard to get
ordering. Requires soldering. 6550 RAM's.

RB-4 (for 28 Pin ROM "PET™') $49.95 OM-32 (without RAM) $124.95
RB-4A (for 24 Pin ROM "PET™') $49.95 OM-=32A (with RAM) $ 224.95

New Mexico Residents, please add 5% sales tax

Please Include $1.50 sach for shipping and handling.
10% User Broup Disceunt tor purchase of 5 or More Units.
Send S.A.S.E. For free Catalog.

"PET" is @ trademark of © 1982 BETTER SOLUTIONS
Commodore Busiless Mochines, Inc. ALL RIGHTS RESERVED
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BULLETIN BOARDS

A Bullctin Board
Proposal

As many bulletin boards as there are it is
reported that it is still very difficult to get on to
them because of the amount of traffic.

The time has come for a general expansion
in the number and specializations of the bulletin
boards available.

This expansion could initially take place as a
public service between two groups of people one:
the knowledgeable sysops in the clubs and two;
organizations (service. civic, social. and
governmental) that would be benefitted.

There comes to mind an almost limitless
number of types of bulletin boards that could be
eslablished. and of organizations that should be
willing to support them. The cost to the organiza-
tions would be substantial but not really all that
much considering the benefits to be received.

A movie theatre association might be willing
to support a board that listed theatre showings
and that permitted users to make reviews.
comments and suggestions.

Various sporting organizations might maintain a
bulletin board that gave a schedule of events
along with scores and team, or individual, standings.

Large game clubs. such as chess, bridge or
what have you. might have one enthusiast willing
to maintain a bulletin board for their particular interests.

The main draw back to implementing such a
proposal is the lack of overlap between computer
enthusiasts who have modems and those inter-
ested in other activities. But. with the rapidly ex-
panding number of less expensive computers such
as the VIC. it will become more and more com-
mon for a family with diverse interests to find
that one member of the family has a computer.

The same problem faces the implementation
of widespread bulletin board systems as faced the
implementation of the telephone. radio. or
television. It takes a large user base to make the
systems useful. In actuality the home computer
has spread much more rapidly in a shorter length
of time than did any of the other mentioned
technologies. With a small amount of effort we
could have a great number of very useful bulletin
boards. sorm

The key to rapid deployment is that
knowledgeable persons in the computer community
offer to become volunteer sysops for some of the
new systems in order to get them started. There
are many government agencies that should be
willing to support such an idea and be able to
provide the funding for the equipment.

Two examples would be the weather bureau
and the roads department (the latter for informa-
tion about road conditions). |f separate systems
were not felt to be justified at the outset then
perhaps they could share a system. If these two
organizations are not sufficiently far sighted to
see the benefits they could provide to the public
then perhaps some organization such as the as-
sociation for ski resorts would sponsor it in the
beginning.

Bureaucratic objections that not everyone has
a computer ought to be answered that not
everyone has a telephone either. nor does
everyone require their particular service. but they
still provide telphone answering machine service.
It can also be pointed out that this is a growing
trend and that it is especially beneficial to per-
sons who are deaf. In fact the society for the
deaf should be particularly enlisted in making ap-
peals for services that would be beneficial to them.

These are but a few suggestions among many
hundreds of others that could be made. A
perusal of associations in the yellow pages will
give one an idea of the immensity of the oppor-
tunity. Some ambitious young person might start
up a consultancy business for this very purpose.
There is almost no professional organization that
could not eventually find useful purpose for a
bulletin board.

The rapid electronic interchange of information
by a bulletin board system has many advantages.
This is not to say that it is going to replace
either telephone conversations or the printed word
because each has its own peculiar advantages
but it does certainly have its place in our
society. Continuously available and continuously
updated information will be a boon to almost
every individual in some aspect of their lives.

Individuals in both agriculture and husbandry
could have as up to the minute stock market in-
formation as does the individual stock broker. The
business traveler and the recreation seeker could
have extensive and detailed information at their

fingertips without having to listen to extraneous
information fhat is of no real interest to them.

What small systems. Ilike those being
described. may grow into in the future - it Is
impossible to tell. Those watching the Wright

brothers plane could never have envisioned the
747. Undoubtedly changes in technology will have
to take place. Many users of a system will even-
tually require many incoming lines. a larger time
sharing computer. and specialists in maintaining
its data base.
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There exist grandiose commercial schemes for
providing through the home TV many of the same
types of services being suggested here. There are
many institutional and financial reasons why those
schemes have so far been floundering. What is
being suggested here is more of a grass roots
movement. Its success depends upon the interest
and efforts of knowledgeable computerists.

Now that TPUG has a full time executive and
central office it may be that a committee could
be formed to encourage and assist in some or-
panized fashion the development of new bulletin
board systems. This idea has potential for much

real benefit to many people. and it may take
some of the pressure off the current bulletin
boards. (or it may make them even more

popular). | hope someone does something about it

Bulletin Board Up-Date

by Richard Bradiey

Here is a quick report on what has been
going on lately on the Toronto PET based systems:

TPUG BBS
SYSOP - Tony Prijately
ASSISTANT - David Sideris

Much to my delight the TPUG BBS has itself
a new ASSISTANT SYSOP. | would like to wish the
new ASSISTANT David Sideris all the luck in the
world.

NORTEC BBS
SYSOP - David Bradley
ASSISTANT 1 - Richard Bradley
ASSISTANT 2 - Gord Mahaffy

With the move of the system several improve-
ments have been made. The system is now run-
ning on an 8050 dual drive. This brings the on-
line storage to 1 megabyte from the previous
340K. The system has also a new additional
ASSISTANT SYSOP. bringing the SYSOPing team to
a powerful three.

The system has a problem in that too many
people trying to use the system. To try and com-
pensate for this problem a 30 minute time limit
has been introduced.

A popular feature is the BBS Word Of The
Week contest. This contest was initiated by the
SYSOP. and works like this. A word is chosen by
a person who takes the assumed Iidentity of
PUZZLE WORD. Entries are made by anyone Iin
private messages to PUZZLE WORD. At the end of
the week PUZZLE will judge the definitions by
creativity, but sometimes putting in the dictionary
version can help an entrant. At the end of the
week the title of PUZZLE WORD is passed along
to the winner. and he or she will then pick the
next word of the week. TPUG members seem to
excel in this contest. such people as Tom Shev-
lin, Carol Shevlin, David Williams and the SYSOP
have all shared the highly coveted position of PUZ.
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In the future there may possibility be some
slight modifications to this BBS. as the SYSOPs
feel that some improvements could be made.
(Sorry Steve. but no-one writes a “PERFECT" program.)

PSI-Wordpro
SYSOP - Steve Punter

Not much excitement has ocurred here. This
BBS seems to have evaded much of the con-
troversy and growing pains that the other BBSs
are experiencing. This is probably due to the fact
that it is the oldest of the local PET BBSs.

R.T.C. BBS
SYSOP - Troy Hacker

ASSISTANT - Richard Bradley
At the moment RTC is in the middle of a
boycott by some BBS users. This has resulted
over some censoring that was done by order of
the management of Richvale Telecommunications.
To explain this whole argument simply. there was
a debate going on the BBS that dealt with the
pro and con sides of abortion.

The debate was not heated, it was progress—
ing as most of the BBS debates do. It was then
that the management stepped in and deleted all
the messages that were involved in the debate.
This outraged the parties involved. and many
other users., thus the boycott.

This brings up
many interesting questions:

1. Should a system that is open to the public
be censored?

2. Should people be discussing such items on
public systems?

3. Should ground rules be set as to what
subjects will not be tolerated when the BBS s
put on-=line?

On the other side
of the argument:

1. Does the institution that funds the system
not have the right to delete material that they
feel is offensive?

2. This of course leads to the question of
what is offensive, and what is not?

Only time will tell as to what will happen. |
will tag this story "TO BE CONTINUED ...°.

That is about all the news. hope to hear from
some of you members soon.




Reply on Censorship
by RTC Management

| have been asked to reply to an article writ-
ten regarding the use of RTC's BBS and the fact
of censorship being applied to the material being
put on the Board. | have not had the opportunity
1o see the article. but understand the basic con-
tent of the editorial (see note: -ed.) has been
written in condemnation of our deleting material
put on the board.

Whenever the word "Censorship®™ appears im-
mediately people get up tight and raise a great
cry against those who apply what they consider
censorship. They seem to feel that it is a per-
sonal afiront to them. Why | don’t know. since
there are many resrictions put on us by society
ana rignhtly so. It everyone was free to do as
they please regarding traffic laws. etc. one can
envision the utter chaos that would result. Maybe
we ought to make a noise about the unjust traffic
laws that restrict our “freedom”

Ihe whole problem of pollution of our air.
water and land has caused a great deal of con-
cern and steps ure being taken by governments
anag various bodies to correct these problems.
Almost everyone agrees that this is good for the
prescrvation of our environment for future generations.

Pollution of the mind is just as bad. if not
far warse, vel il a cleanup is done in this area
then you are censoring. It seems some people
want 10 wallow in the ftilth and degredation )sic)

of the gutter and subject others to it as well.
We in no way want to restrict serious debate
an o our bbh but it must be done in a proper
wiy. ihe Cngush language is a wonderful medium
tar oxpressing ones point of view and there is no
need for smut, racism or tour letter words to get
oners aeas across. | have seen all of these on
tne: wBl, at various times. Debate should stick to
Issues, not personalities, as is so often the case.
I you can't best your opponent then smear him

in order to discredit him
people debate.

is often the way some

Some have said that RTC should stand for
"Restricted To Christians!!” Thanks for the comli-
ment (sic) because if cutting out smut, racism
and distastful language is Christian and Censors-
hip. then I'm all for them!

Wc can dcbate rcligion. politics. social issues
and any other legitimate subject that one can
think of without degrading ouselves with some of
the trash | have seen put on our BBS. Some of
the writers of this trash are so "Bashful® they
won’'t even sign their proper name but come in
on a pseudonym so that we don’'t know who they
are. If they had any intestinal fortitude (guts) that
would be the least they could do.

Let's have discussion or debate as the case
may be. but in the spirit of common decency and
charity with respect for each individual point of view.

Editor's note: The actual fact is that when the TORPET editor
was informed ‘hat an article critical of RTC's censorship was going
to be submitted he visited RTC and informed the management, and
all relevant parties there, that he had been told he was going to
receive such an article and invited them to prepare response.

Moreover, once the article had been received it was read
over the phone to RTC's management by the TORPET editor and
also discussed with them by a TORPET reporter before they wrote
their response,

The above RTC article was NOT read by the TORPET editor
before the accompanying editorial was written. However, it is not
the editor's intention to take advantage of his position to have the
last word and we certainly intend to publish any rejoinders received.

CENSORSHIP

an Editorial .

ring any
The

Censorship is a topic that will
editor's bell and this editor is no different.
two extreme positions appear to be:

Pro-censorship: True freedom comes from
private ownership and private property. The man
who pays the bill has the right to call the shots.
It you don‘t like it you are free to start your own
forum.

Anti-censorship. Freedom of speech is one
of the most precious rights of man. A bulletin
board is a public forum and no one has the
right to restrain another’'s expression.

Lest anyone should think bulletin board cen-
sorship is an insignificant issue let them remem-
ber that bulletin boards are just now emerging
from their embryonic form. Procedures easily es-
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tablished and modified now may quickly become
quite rigid through custom.

Pro-censorship:

The most avid advocate of free speech will
generally draw the line at allowing someone to
falsely yell, "'Fire’" in a crowded theatre. And in-
stitutionalized government will aiways look to its
self preservation and close down any advocates
of insurrection - ‘‘Everybody bring a gun an we
will meet at Nathan Phillip's Square at seven’’, or
"All you Boston Indians meet at the Harbor at 11
for a teaparty.”

Aside from advocacy of insurrection most
liberals would agree that their should be complete
and free discussion of ideas. It is often times
not content but rather style that becomes the is-
sue. Is removal ot profanity censorship?

| am reminded of the story of two telephone
linemen that were called into the supervisor's of-
fice regarding a customer's complaint that she
had heard one of them using profane language
peside her house. '‘No sir,”” was his reply. ““what
really happened was that | was holding the lad-
der and Bill was up at the top putting some mol-
ten lead around a connection when he dropped
some down the back of my shirt, and | looked up
and said, 'My goodness. Bill. you  must really be
more careful!’”’

Given thc passion of circumstances or the
‘heatedness of an argument some problems of
‘style’ such as profanity may creep in. It is one
of the functions of an editor to edit them out
while preserving the intent of the passage. Given
the interactiveness of bulletin boards. they are
particularly subject to these problems. A bulletin
board is more nearly a ‘hot medium’ and it
needs the coolness of an editor to temperate it

Pornography is a similar problem of the pas-—
sions. Those who condone public display of licen—
tiousness often say they are only doing in public
what others are doing in private. Yes. that is
true. but that is the purpose of bedroom doors.
It is also one of the purposes of editors. Porn-
ography is expression whose only purpose is to
inflame the passions rather than to enhance
reason, and the editor is the door that shields
the public from offence.

What is proper and what is not is a matter
of social standards but the liberal will always
condone a non-impassioned discussion of any
subject as long as it is presented in a style of
acceptable taste.

There are also bounds of legality. The com-
munity as a whole would frown upon a bulletin
board becoming a pot exchange or the basic ad-
vertising medium for the world’'s oldest profession.
Advertising. as such, whether free or not., has
left the realm of the mere discussiion of ideas
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and since it is again an appeal to action is sub-
ject t0o community standards and lies beyond the
standards of protection due to freedom of speech

~ Legality also proscribes libel. Character assas-
sination. indeed. specific negative character
description of any kind. has little claim of protec-

tion in the arena of free speech. It has been
sa_ld that small minds discuss people. greater
minds discuss events, and the greatest minds

discuss ideas.

Anti-censorship:
Now that we have described those matters
that are the proper realm of the censor let us
turn to those matters which are not. There are
those who are pseudo liberals who would protect
us from ideas that they consider harmful. For ex-
ample two unpopular ideas today with humanist
liberals are racism and religion.

Personaily. | love a racist bigot. Yes. he is
my tather. A wonderful man. Honest. hardworking.
and has done as much for his son as any father
could do. Highly respected too. even by some
members of the black race. although his views
about blacks and jews are well known. He was a
member of the KKK and you may be sure that it
was difficult for him to accept that his son had
become a community head of the NAACP and
taught in black colleges.

| also love a religious bigot. My jewish son
who became a priest up in northern Quebec. but
completely condoned the forbidding of his father's
religion being taught on the Indian reserves.

The point | am trying to make is that we
must separate the author from the idea. Any
idea, no matter how distasteful it may be to us.
should be open to complete discussion. In fact,
bringing erroneous. prejudiced and plain stupid
ideas out into the light of truth will do more to
destroy them than letting them breed in the dark
hidden recesses of the bigot's mind.

There are all sorts of bigotry besides racial
and religious Dbigotry. National and economic
prejudices are just as prevalent, to name just two
others. The electronic forum is an excellent op-
portunity for their exposure to the light of truth.

It is an editors task to make sure a forum is
open to all viewpoints and to also make sure a
rebuttal is made to those viewpoints which he
thinks erroneous. Who is to have the final say?
There should be no final say in the continuing
dialogue on important social issues.

That is not to say that the ideals presented
here are always faithfully followed. At one time it
was felt that since only the wealthy owned
newspapers and radio stations the poor had no
opportunity to counteract the wealthy's propagan-
da. Thus the communists felt they were the ones



Smith-Corona introduces the first printer
with real character at the unreal price of $1095.

The Smith-Corona Daisy Wheel Printer

Until now, if you wanted to include a reasonably-
priced printer as part of your computer or word processing
system, you had to use a dot matrix printer. Daisy wheel
printers were just too expensive.

Not anymore. Now Smith-Corona* offers a daisy
wheel printer at such an incredibly low price, you can’t
afford not to include it. That means that even the
smallest installation or business can now have letter quality
printing capabilities at every work station.

The Smith-Corona printer operates with micro-
processor-controlled daisy wheel technology, and is
available with industry standard serial or parallel data
interfaces.

Best of all, it produces results identical to those of our
very finest office typewriters — printing with real character.
So it can be used to create letters or documents that have
to look perfect. As well as financial statements, inventory
reports, direct mail campaigns — anything that requires
quality printing.

And it’s easy to use — just turn on the power, load the
paper and away it goes. (It works equally beautifully with
letterhead bond or fanfold paper.) There are drop-in ribbon

cassettes and a choice of easy-to-change, snap-on daisy
print wheels for a variety of fonts.

So why not get your hands on a real bargain: letter-
perfect printing at an amazingly low price. Because,
thanks to Smith-Corona, a printer with real character is no
longer expensive.

Ask for it by name. &
Smith-Corona
DIVISION OF Hﬂﬂs (CANADA) LIMITED

*sweggested retail price

r————————_——— e —————————— -
| Please send me more information on the Smith-Corona daisy |
| wheel printer. |
| Name |
I Title . !
| ) |
| Company Name |
| Business Address |
| City. Prov. Postal Code |
i Type of Business :
i Mail coupon or call: |

Education Director,

| Smith-Corona |
| 29 Gervais Drive, Don Mills, Ontario M3C 1Z1 |
I (416) 449-0164 |
i e i i i e —
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to obtain true freedom of the press in Russia be-
cause the press was now owned by °‘the people
as a whole’ rather than being the tool of a
favored few.

Knowing the lack of freedom of the press in
Russia has reinforced the view in the West that
freedom of the press comes from private owner-—
ship and private property. But does the one who
pays the bill have the right to censor the contents?

The answer is, ‘'No!”’. The operative word is
‘right’. There is often a confusion between legal
right and ethical right. In our society an owner
of a bulletin board may well have a legal right to

censor that board in any way that he wishes,
upto and including disbanding it altogether.
However, it does not mean that he has the ethi-

cal right to prevent the free expression of ideas
that he does not like.

This is because the common custom of a
free society has determined what are the rules of
fair play. We would all resent extensive violations
of a ‘first come. first served policy’ by a mer-
chant, but there is no law stating that he must

follow that practice. Many similar examples could
be given. In any sport or game we expect the
provider of the equipment to play by the rules
just like anyone else. There is nothing to prevent
them from taking their ball and going home if we
insist that they play by the rules, but we will
think them a terribly poor sport if they do so.

The same applies to the operator of a bul-
letin board. If he is a racial bigot, or a religious
bigot. or a humanist liberal bigot. he may not
like certain ideas being expressed. But, while he
may have a legal right to censor, or even close
the bulletin board. he does not have an ethical
right to do so simply because he does not like
the ideas being expressed.

The electronic bulletin boards present a mar-
velous opportunity for the rapid exchange of con-
troversial ideas in a free forum. | doubt that you
would find many of them in Russia. Neither will
we continue to have them here unless we all
make a continued effort to make sure the rules
of fair play are understood and followed.

A PET Peeve

Fuzzy Number

Like any computer the Pet does not perform
arithmetic calculations with absolute precision and
one always has to be on the lookout for "Fuzzy
Numbers" as Jim Butterfield calls them.

To illustrate. feed these to your PET.

PRINT 8.13

PRINT 3.1 - 3.
PRINT 5.27 - 5.18
PRINT SQR(9 - 3

FOR I=0 TO 2 STEP .01: PRINT I. NEXT |

FOR J =2 TO 4 STEP .1 : PRINT J: NEXT J
10FORC=1T0100:A=SQR(C)-INT(SQR(C)):

IF A THEN PRINT C

20 NEXT C

As you can see answers are not exactly as
expected. It may appear trivial but errors of this
sort can be compounded and the final results
may be inaccurate. Not only that but tables tend
to become very messy.

Fuzzy numbers arise in a number of ways.
Most of the time it is because the PET stores
numbers and does arithmetic in the binary num-
ber system - not the decimal system we use.
Every number used must be converted from
decimal to binary. and results must then be con-
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by John Ylimaki

Nipigon.

Ontario

verted from binary back to decimal. From this.

conversion errors arise.

Integers give no problems but certain fractions
can not be represented exactly as 9 digit floating
binary numbers. You end up with an infinite
repeating base two value which gets cut off short
by the PET's limited word length.

For example 1/10 =.00011001100110011...

Herein lies the problem. It keeps repeating
(like yesterday’'s coleslaw).

This is the equivalent of 1/3 =.3333333333...

In our base 10, using every last digit is not
practical, so when you use .1 you are in effect
really using a "Fuzzy" .1. something like .0999999996.

"Fuzzy" numbers also result in using many of
the built in routines of the PET. For example, the
earlier example gave 6 perfect squares between 1
and 100, not 10. Square roots and powers are
worked out using logs. so some round-off error
is inevitable. Similarly for other PET functions.

For example:
PRINT (6 (up arrow) 2 =25)
PRINT (SIN(PD =0)

Both result in 0
rusty with boolean

(false).
values,

(f you are a
try substracting

little
the



above values to verify a difference like 5 (up ar-
row) 2 -25 is not zero.)

A PLAN OF ATTACK

Being aware of the dreaded "Fuzzy" number is
half the battle. You only have to code to prepare
the proper defense. In other words, "Defuzz" as
well as "debug” your programs.

Calculators don‘t have many of these
problems. They eliminate a lot of inaccuracy by
using BCD. You could use the same BCD (binary
coded decimal) to cure the problem on the PET,

but you would have to resort to machine lan-
guage. The humble programmer in BASIC will
have 10 cope. A few suggestions follow.

(1) In making comparisons. especially those

invoiving built in functions like INT ro SQR. one
can often fudge results. To fix up that earlier
program to give all 10 perfect squares. change it

10FORC=1TO100:A=ABS(SQR(C)-INT(SQR(C)))
¢1E-8§: IF A THEN PRINT C
20 NEXT C

(2) You may at times try to use fractions like
1/2. 1/4. 1/8. 1/16 etc. because these can be
represented exactly in binary. thus avoiding con-
version errors.

(3) To work out powers., multiply rather than

using exponents. For example 5*5 is more ac-
curate than S(uprrow)2.
PRINT (5*5 =25) results in =1 (True)

PRINT (5 (up arrow) 2 =25)
again subtraction could be

results in O (False)
used if you wish.

(4) In financial programs convert all dollar
and cents questions to cents exclusively. See But-
lerfield’s "Financial Fuzzies" in January. 1980 com-
pute or "Commercial Confusion” in best of Tran-
sactor. Volume 1.

(5) Butterfield also passed fuzzy numbers as follows.

A) Round vyour
possible. round

numbers before printing: if
them to integers so that the
probiem won’'t sneak back in. For example
INT(D*100+.5) changes dollars and cents to in-
teger cents; the rounding gets rid of any residual
error. PRINT INT(O*100+.5)/100 is more likely to
give a correct output that PRINT D.

B) The following program will let you see the
exact value of a number in Basic:

100 INPUT "NUMBER". N

110 N% =N:N =N%:PRINT N%:"."
120 N =N*10:N% =N:N =N-N%:PRINT[
CHR$(N%+48);

130 IF NO GOTO 120
140 PRINT: GOTO 100

Other Communication Systems
by Richard Bradley

From previous articles | have submitted you
might think that there is no reason to get a
modem unless you want to use Bulletin Boards.
This is not at all true.

The most well known and respected informa-
tion service is COMPUSERVE. Almost any kind of
information is available on this system. and if
there is some kind of information that is not in-
cluded. that you feel should be. you can add it yourself.

Up to the minute news can be obtained. This
includes actual news, sports, agricultural reports.
stock exchanges, and weather from anywhere in

the world.

There are also various educational programs
available. There are IQ tests. and instructional
courses on various things. including learning
computer languages.

If you need to be entertained. then the

games section may be
pass the time.

just what you need to

There is also a large FOR SALE section that
can include virtually anything.

Another nice feature is the micro computer
support section. This section contains helpful in-
formation to users of almost all kinds of micros.

To be a little more specific. there is a nice
Commodore section.
With membership you also receive a 16K

block of disk space. If you need more it can be
rented at a reasonable rate.

This system sounds big. and it is big. The
system can handle 300 or more users signed on
from all over North America at once. The system
is of course not free, an initial cost of 25 to 30
dollars is charged. After that you pay as you go.
5 dollors U.S. is charged per hour during non-
peak hours. Non-peak hours includes evenings.-
and weekends.

The peak rates are astronomically expensive.
so much so that the system is mainly used by
the hobbyist during the non-peak times. Accounts
can be arranged through all Radio Shack Comp-
uter Centers., and hourly rates are charged to
most major credit cards.

This system, and others like it are an excel-
lent value. so get hold of a modem and at least
give them a ftry.
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Too Clever for Words

By Jim Butterfield

Toronto

It's a big boost to the ego to be able to
write code that works and that nobody else
can read. It's bad practice. but often almost
irresistible.

Why bad practice? There are several
reasons. First. your code may outsmart itself

it may be so clever that it doesn’t work.
Let me give you one of my favorites:

100 INPUT "TYPE TWO NUMBERS":A.B
110 PRINT (A+B-ABS(A-B))/2

Line 110 prints some mathematical com-
putation of A and B. Can you see what it is?
it's obscure. It works.

| have used the above type of computation to fit
into a function definition (DEF FNA(X) =). The
function would be just as good (and a heck of a
lot more readable) if | could use an IF .
statement; but you can't do that in a
function. So we have an obscure piece of coding.

I'm about to give the coding away
don’treadonifyouwanttotrytoworkoutforyourselfwhat
the function does. | won't tell you how it
works ... but all that the complex expression on
line 110 does is print the smaller of the two
numbers,

or is it just too too
really dumb?

Now: is this neat ...
clever for words .. or is it
Depends on your point of view.

Whenwriting anincome taxprogram, | needed to
perform
this kind of calculation over and over again
("deduct 5% or $100, whichever is less .."
and | saved myself a lot of coding by going
the function definition route. As | pointed out,
| couldn’t use IF, so the coding was almost
forced into the form shown. And | claim that the
end result is a lot more readable: you can see
these "whichever is less" calculations in the code.

So | can claim that | wasn't just being cutesy.
There was a solid reason for that kind of code.

: But before we go along this road too far,
we'd better stop and ask the question: what's
wrong with being _cutesy,
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code: you're writing it for your own pleasure; if
it works, who's to say that it's not OK?
More: if you write really convoluted code. you
might get a program that resides in 10% less
memory and runs 5% faster.

There are some languages — like APL - that just
beg for super clever coding. It's not unusual to
hear an APL programmer say to another, "l bet
you'll never guess what this line of coding
does”. Not the whole program ... just a line.

Well...doingyourownthingcanbefun, of course.
And if that's where it ends. go ahead and
more power to you. But reflect on some of the
following thoughts:

Some people can’t read their own hand-
writing after it gets cold .. and if you code in a
cutesy manner, you may not be able to read your own

programs
three months after you have written them. No
problem if your program is a “one-shot"

but if you need it. and must change it. you can
agonize over some super clever code you wrote
yourself. It's not uncommon to see a programmer
tearing his hair and yelling., “"What was |
trying to do when | wrote this..." And think how
much more difficulty arises if it's someone else’s
program. As you go through the code. you are not
likely to say admiringly. "What a clever program
. it took me three days to sort out what this
line does”.

Don’t let memory and time arguments sway
you.Memoryischeap.andcomputersareplentyfastfor

most applications. The days when you had to code
super-clever in order to save seven bytes are
gone.

But let's make a distinction: there’'s a dif-
terence between clever coding and advanced
coding. If you don't know how to use arrays
effectively (or don’t think of using them) you
mightwritealotofslowclumsycode. Usinggoodtech-
niques to make your programs more efficient isn’t
"clever" coding: it's smart coding. You will of-
ten profit by learning new ideas. new mathe-
matics: to perform an efficient sort, you'll need
to know about the kinds of sorts and the theory
that lies behind them.

The main objective is to make your
programslogical and readable. Don’tletothers daz-
zle you with footwork.

Because clever programs can often out-
smart themselves. Under some conditions. the
coding given above won't work. Try entering a very
large and a very small number and see what
happens.

And then decide for yourself what's clever ...




.

The RTC Basic Aid is a

BASIC program
development tool which eliminates the problem of
having serveral versions of Basic Aid. It runs on
both 40 and 80 column PETs and will work with

either a CBM or an ASCIl printer. Because RTC
Basic Aid is fully relocatable it can be used on
16K or 32K machines.

The RTC Basic aid is a BASIC program
development tool for the PET/CBM. It has the fol-
lowing commands:

Auto-Automaticlinenumbers.
Call-Loadandrunaprogram.
Case-Toggleupper/lowercase.

Catalog - Display contents of a disk and
allows pattern

matching.

Change - Search and replace a string in

a BASIC program.
Crt-Dumpthescreentoaprinter.

Del - Delete a range of lines from a
BASIC program.

Disk- - Send disk commands and check
error channel.

Dump - Display the variables defined in
the program.

Find - Search for a string and print the
lines where it

occurs.

Flist - List a BASIC program from the
disk to the screen.

Get-Loadaprogram.

Help—-Highlightsareawhereerroroccured.

Hex - Convert decimal. hex. and binary to
hex and

decimal.

Kill-DisableRTCBasicAid.

Kprint-Togglekeyprintfunction.

Merge - Merge a BASIC program from
disk with the one in

memory.

Mon - Call to the TIM machine langauge
monitor in the

PET/CBM.

RTC BASIC AID
by Troy Hacker

Move - Transfer lines of BASIC code to
new location.

Num - Renumber a BASIC program or
part of the program .

correcting all GOTOs and GOSUBs.

Old-RestoreaprogramafteraNEW.

Plist - List BASIC program in memory to
a PET or an ASCI

printer.

Read - Read a sequential file from the
disk to the screen.

Scroll - Enables/Disables scrolling through

text. :
Set-Setupprintertypeanddefinethekeyprint
character and allowing spaces for structured

programs.

Size - Display start., size and end ad-
dress of program in

memory or on the disk.

Spool - Send a file from the disk directly
to a printer.

Trace - Traces through a BASIC program

step by step.
displaying each line as it executed.

All disk based commands (Catalog. Call. Disk.
Flist. Merge. Read. Size., and Spoob allow Basic
4.0 syntax.

Example: Call d1."File Name"onu#

In addition 1o Basic 4.0 syntax, RTC BASIC
aid allows file types and line ranges (in some
commands).

Example: Merge "File Name" prg
Merge "File Name".d# . u#.prg
Merge d#."File Name"onu#.prg.Line Range

The
the SPACE BAR and stopoead with

following commands can be paused with
the RUN/STOP:

Cataiog. Change, Dump. Find. Flist. Merge. Plist.
and Read.
This Basic Aid is aprox. 6K in length. Shorter

versions of the aid with the bpasic editing features
will be available on EPROM A (64 version of

memory. will be avaiabie snortly.
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Club Tapes
The procedure for ordering club tapes is 10
send $12.00 for each disk desired in tape format

1o:
RTC
10610 Bayview Plaza. Unit #18
Richmond Hill, Ontario

Canada L4C 3N8

MEETING

Make all cheques or money orders payable 10
RTC and please include your membership num-
ber and return address

Most disks require two tapes and you will receive
both tapes for the $12. For the few disks that
will fit on a single tape an additional free tape
will be sent.

REPORTS

by John Easton and Dave Simpson

TPUG WEST
NOVEMBER 1982
John Easton
Well now. with a bit of a breather between
now and the next issue y'rs truly will try to

remember what transpired at the November meet-
ing - (perhaps THAT's why you never see a
Central Meeting Report - too long between meet-
ing and copy deadline) Anyhow. now that the
Dec. meeting is nearly upon us, |I'd best get
keyboard in hand and get SOMETHING down
here, after all, that's what our esteemed Editor is

paying us for - the FACTS (translate that to
mean whatever | can remember of whatever im-
pressed (or baffledd me from the meeting). (We

would be most happy to pay a regular reporter
for reports on meetings anywhere - any oOr you
U.S. clubs listening? -ed)

First impression - that 7PM start time might
be a mite presumptuous for the actual commer-
cial operations of the Cafeteria don’'t close down
‘till 7. It get's a wee bit confusing separating
cafeteria patrons from TPUG members as meeting
time aproaches. However. we’ll still attempt a 7PM
start. especially since Sheridan now want us OUT
by 10PM!

Let's see now. once the unruly mob had
settled down, what DID we do? Seems to me that
Dave Williams started out where he had left off
the previous meeting and introduced his latest
version of a no-list protection program. This
short M/L program (called NO LIST/SAVE on the
unofficial club disk) can be loaded in either in—
dependently or built in to your program. In
operation, through a check on the keyword tokens
for LIST. SAVE, DSAVE. or a break to the
monitor, will either prompt you with the polite
message ‘DON'T DO THAT', or jump to a warm
start (your option). Now. if one could disable the
power on/off switch, we might have the smart
kids fooled for a month or so!

maa Mike Donegan. world-renowned software
collector (well. perhaps second only to Peter
Spencer or Jeff Kriss) demonstrated some of the
intricacies of SYSRES - that commercial version
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of BASIC AID from Vancouver. Too bad that Brad
Templeton wasn't on hand to do his thing with
POWER. sort of an old-fashoined shoot-out. be-
cause to the casual observer, though SYSRES un-
doubtedly has more (pardon the expression)
POWER than BASIC AID. it would seem to be very
close to Brad's program in capabilities. So you
pay's your money (both about the same) and you
takes your choice - SYSRES is software based.
POWER lives in a chip.

Wwell folks. we owe you an apology. We
promised VIC and COMMODORE 64 demo’'s but
since the promised machinery didn't show up.
coffee time arrived with nothing to do but drink
coffee. Incidentally, the VIC disk for November
(yes, there were TWO disks issued in November)
also has an unofficial program added - PET
EMULATOR. Load this in to your Commodore 64,
set screen colours as desired. run it. and your
‘64 now thinks it is a PET.

And so., on to something completely new -
since Jovial John Stovekin wasn’t available for his

usual soft-shoe. we were forced to send in a
substitute, namely John’'s employer. Bill MclLean
from B.M.B. (or C.M.D. or is it THE INFORMATION

CONNECTION) in Miiton. Bill, with the aid of an
associate direct from Paris (France. that is)
Pierre Metivier, demonstrated the ‘hottest program
in Europe next to Visicalc’ called simply
‘MASTER’. Bill and Pierre have just finished
translating the MASTER documantation from French
to English - and the whole package should be
available from your dealer by the time you read
this - cost $350.00.

So what does it do?? Basically,. MASTER is a
programmer’s utility package to be wused in
program development and implementation. Yes,
there is a run only package to include with your
program should you utilise all the whiz-bang stuff
that MASTER will allow you to do. MASTER is ac-
tually a collection of 4 subsets of different and
powerful BASIC add-on routines, allowing the use
of some 70 (count ‘em - 70) new commands!
Only one 'gotcha’ - MASTER is configured to run
on an 80 column screen (damn! and | just talked



the office into getting a copy. and me with only
a 40), either 8032 or B096.

Part 1 - Screen Management

Anything you ever thought you might want to
do with a screen seems available through this
part of the program. Superior G/X capabilities.
line drawing. screen zones (up to 1273 separate
zones) definable (either for input or output -
complete with the capacity to define allowable in-
put and/or output in these zones), window scrol-
ling. print @, print using. screen save and ex-
change. .. and on, and on.

Part 2 - Printer Format
Once you have defined the screen stuff, you

can manipulate the printer output in much the
same manner.

Part 3 - Ultilities Pac.

A whole bunch of good things (remember,

this is from memory. and about 2 lines of notes!)
seem to have bden added to basic. not the least
of which is an advanced math package capable
of precision up to 22 digits!

Part 4 - File Handling

Up to 10 ISAM files may be open at one
time. (note how | just drop that in as if it always
was that way)

Memory management for extended CBM's al-
lows one to address up to 56K of memory with
BASIC, leaving some 26K still free for variables.
Want another option - how about up to 16 par-
titionable areas in memory? Just think. you can
let the boss think you‘'re working on HIS program
right there in the main 32K he thinks you're
using - when all the time you've got the latest
version of Cosmic Fighters hiding up there in
high memory. next to your own Phone List, next
to your Appointment Calendar. next to the secret
program you're REALLY working on. (And THAT.
dear readers is a dangling participle - see what
English 201 can do for a person?) (Ok. I'll leave
it this time for the demonstration. but | didn’t
think you knew. -ed)

And that was about it from the western wilds
of Toronto for another month! Good news for
VIC/'64 types though, Mark Bell and company
have agreed to bring both VIC and Commodore
‘64 equipment to future meetings. We’'ll work
demonstrations in as best we can throughout the
course of any meeting - but definately in coffee
break. Mark and friends wili be near 